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placed in charge of the rule of Florence, ruling, that is to say,
in the same manner as Lorenzo the Magnificent had done, the
ostensible Government being as heretofore the Signoria. And
as soon as the new Government had been established Gio-
vanni (accompanied as always by Giulio, his Fidus Achates)
departed to Rome.

This return after eighteen years' banishment (or rather
the election of Giovanni to be Pope, which was almost simul-
taneous with it) marks the second turning-point in the history
of the Medici Up to this point, great as had been their rise,
the position which they hsd attained was not higher than that
of various other rulers of Italian states, now, however, their
history enters on a new phase, one in which they were to be
among the most important people in Europe, intermarrying
with crowned heads, and taking a prominent part in great
events of European history.

Giovanni's decision to place the rule of Florence in Giu*
liano's hands, rather than in those of Pietro's son Lorenzo
(who was then twenty, and had returned with his two uncles),
was a wise one. For Lorenzo's character was similar to that
of his father Pietro and his mother Alfonsina; while to in-
augurate again the kind of rule maintained by Lorenzo the
Magnificent it was eminently necessary that the power should
be in the hands of one who had a conciliatory disposition, and
was in sympathy with the feelings of the Florentine people.

Giuliano was in every way calculated to fulfil these re-
quirements Born just after the conspiracy of the Pazzi, his
father, Lorenzo the Magnificent, had given to him the name of
the much-loved brother whose murder was so great a grief;
and in disposition Giuliano was extraordinarily like the uncle
whose name he bore. All writers agree as to his admirable
character. He had a generous and sympathetic nature and
conciliatory manners, was opposed to bloodshed and violence,
was highly accomplished, and a great lover of Literature and
Art. At the courts of Urbino and Mantua, and wherever else
he had wandered during the years of exile, the young Giuliano